Halloween and Fall Activities to Help Those in Need

The suggested story to go with the topic of Halloween and fall community service ac-
tivities is called "How the Chipmunk Got Its Stripes” from The Giving Box by Mr. Fred
Rogers. “"How the Chipmunk Got Its Stripes” is a Native American story that tells of a
bear who wakes up very hungry after his long winter hibernation. The bear searches
around the forest for food, but becomes very frustrated when he cannot find anything
to eat. He started to stomp his feet, which woke up a neighboring chipmunk. The bear
told the chipmunk how hungry he was, so the chipmunk shared his nuts and berries with
the bear even though the bear ate a lot of food. The bear was very grateful for the
chipmunk's generosity, and he stroked the chipmunk's back, leaving him with 5 stripes
along his back. So, that is how the chipmunk got his stripes. The Giving Box is avail-
able from Amazon.com.
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Discussion QLJeSTionst
i, At the end of the story, why did the author write that the chipmunk gave the
bear a “"gift of kindness"? What is a gift of kindness?

2. The chipmunk was very generous with the bear. Can you think of a time when
you shared something with somebody else? How did it make you feel? What do you
have that you could share with other people who are in need?

3, Why did the bear tell the chipmunk that he had a "very big heart,” even though
chipmunks are tiny animals? . .







