Helping to Reduce Hunger and Homelessness

The suggested story to go with the topic of reducing hunger and homelessness is called
Sam and the Lucky Money by Karen Chinn. The beautifully illustrated book tells the story
of a young boy named Sam who receives money for the Chinese New Year. As he is out
shopping with his mother and enjoying the New Year's festivities, he sees a homeless man
who is not wearing any shoes, despite the winter weather. Sam is very surprised to see
the man, but continues shopping with his mother. While he is at the toy store, he gets
frustrated because he feels that he cannot buy anything with only four dollars. He then
remembers the man without shoes, and decides to give the homeless man his money. His
mother is proud of him for being so generous, and Sam feels content because he knows
that he helped someone in need. Sam and the Lucky Money is available at Amazon.com,
Barnes and Noble, and other booksellers and libraries.

Questions to discuss after you finish reading the story:
1. By the end of the story, Sam says he knows that he is the lucky one. What made him

lucky? Why did he give his leisees to the homeless man?

2. When Sam’s mom gave the homeless man a quarter, why did the man, according to Sam, "act
like [the quarter] was a million bucks?" What things make you feel grateful?

3. Why do you think some people become homeless?

4. How can you help people who are hungry or homeless? . e

5. Why do you think some people don't have enough food to eat?







